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of the French Mediterranean littoral, there are compara-
tively few Frenchmen in her great Colonial Empire. The
average French Colonial official, though of course there have
been many exceptions, regards his period of Colonial ser-
vice as an exile from the mother country and is anxious to
get back. At the same time, the French mix with native
races much more easily than do the British; there is virtually
no colour prejudice in France. A Senegalese has been Under
Secretary for the Colonies in a French administration. Her
African Colonies, moreover, have always been regarded as
an important reservoir of man-power for the French armies.
French commercial policy in her Colonies has always
been monopolistic in tendency and directed towards securing
the paramountcy of French metropolitan interests. To this
has been largely due the economic backwardness of many
French Colonies. In a study of the French Colonial system
purely from the economic point of view, Dr. C. Southworth,
an American investigator, comes to the conclusion that the
French Colonies, considered of course only from the econo-
mic standpoint, have been an unprofitable venture for France.
This, however, is naturally not the whole of the story.
French methods of colonization have .undoubtedly in
some respects brought about favourable results, and the
labours of men like Gallieni, Sarraut and Lyautey have
shown them to be great administrators. Generally, in con-
trasted methods and principles, the French and British
Colonial administrations have much to learn from each other.
Before the war, a close liaison was begun between the
French and British Colonial systems, and both at head-
quarters and in the Colonies, especially in Africa, it was
intended to promote progressive co-operation and exchange
of information and even of officials.
The events of the second world war had far-reaching
effects on the French Colonial Empire. The temporary